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1970s, Walter was there to help guide.
So he has been a great asset to that
wonderful institution as well.
f

STAFF TRIBUTE TO SENATOR
JOHN GLENN

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, as my
colleagues well know, my distinguished
colleague from Ohio, JOHN GLENN, is
busily preparing for his extraordinary
and inspirational return to space. As
our best wishes are with him and his
wife Annie as they begin the next chap-
ter in their wonderful lives, I would
like to take a moment to read a fine
tribute to Senator GLENN by those who
also dedicated their lives to public
service—as members of JOHN GLENN’s
staff. I am honored to read the follow-
ing letter addressed to him:

OCTOBER 9, 1998.
The Hon. JOHN GLENN,
U.S. Senator, Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR: As your four terms in the
United States Senate come to a close and as
you prepare to return to space for the first
time since your historic 1962 orbital flight,
those who have had the honor and the privi-
lege to serve as members of your Senate staff
would like to express our gratitude to you.

Although there have been many staff
changes over the years, you have allowed us
to pursue extraordinary careers in govern-
ment and experience opportunities that few
can ever know. Some of us have been on your
staff since 1975 and many more have served
well beyond the average tenure. Beyond our
professional careers, you and Annie have
made us feel welcome. You generously
shared your time with us as our families and
children have grown. Your commitment to
family is evident in your 55 years of mar-
riage to Annie and that example must have
contributed to the eight office marriages in
which both spouses first met as staff mem-
bers.

We have always been proud to assist a pub-
lic servant who is held in such high regard.
We witnessed that admiration and respect
firsthand as we accompanied you in your
travels throughout the country and around
the world and when we see the many people
who come to your offices to conduct busi-
ness.

Your patriotic service in war and peace, in
space and in the Senate is an inspiration to
us. While you remind us that there may be
no cure for the common birthday, you have
proven time and again that with determina-
tion and hard work dreams do come true.

Thank you for helping our dreams come
true, too. Godspeed John Glenn.

Mary Jane Veno, 1975; Christine S.
McCreary, 1975; Patricia J. Buckheit,
1975; Ernestine J. Hunter, 1975; Barbara
Perry, 1975; Diane Lifsey, 1975; Kathy
Connolly, 1975; Linda K. Dillon, 1977;
Dale Butland, 1980; Peggy McCauley,
1980.

Ron Grimes, 1984; Kathleen Long, 1984;
Don Mitchell, 1984; Michael Slater,
1985; Rosemary Matthews, 1985; Peter
McAlister, 1987; Jack Sparks, 1989;
Micole C. Dauray, 1989; Shannon L.
Watson, 1989; Tonya McKirgan, 1990.

Suzanne McKenna, 1990; Sebastian
O’Kelly, 1990; Vicki Butland, 1991; Na-
than Coffman, 1992; Holly Koerber, 1993;
Mike Entinghe, 1993; Vickie Eckard,
1993; Bryce Level, 1993; J.P. Stevens,
1994.

Kevin Cooper, 1995; Alberta Easter, 1995;
Holly Kinnamon, 1996; Jan Papez, 1995;
Ayris Price, 1996; David McCain, 1997;
Yolanda Brock, 1997; Jill Jacobs, 1997;
Dan Emerine, 1997.

Marc Saint Louis, 1997; Coleen Mason,
1997; Rochelle Sturtevant, 1997; Eliza-
beth Stein, 1997; John Hoctor, 1997; Rob
Mosher, 1997; Mary Goldberg, 1998;
Maggie Diaz, 1998; Christopher Davis,
1998.

Mr. President, all of us share the sen-
timents expressed in this heart-warm-
ing tribute. It is a reminder of how for-
tunate we are to have the opportunity
to work with dedicated staff who share
our pride in representing our fellow
citizens in the United States Senate.
f

ASTHMA
Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I rise

today to talk about a landmark report
released a week ago about asthma, and
about how well we as a Nation are deal-
ing with it. The report, called ‘‘Asthma
in America’’, frankly concludes that we
are doing a poor job. Asthma is a dis-
ease that we know how to treat and
that we know how to manage. But
every year, thousands of Americans die
from asthma—and millions more have
to be rushed to hospitals to treat emer-
gency asthma symptoms. Let me re-
peat—we have people dying from asth-
ma—even though we know how to treat
this disease. This really is something
that we as a nation must address.

Mr. President, there’s been enough
public attention about asthma that I
would hope we all know the basics by
now. But let me restate some basic
facts. Asthma is a chronic lung disease
caused by inflammation of the lower
airways. During an asthma attack,
these airways narrow—making it dif-
ficult and sometimes impossible to
breathe.

Nearly 15 million Americans have
asthma—and 5 million of them are chil-
dren. for some reason, the prevalence
of asthma is rising—in the last two
decades, the number of asthma cases
have doubled.

The good news for the 15 million
Americans with asthma is that we
know a lot about how to treat and
manage the disease. We know how to
handle asthma attacks once they
occur. The most common way, of
course, is to use one of the types of
asthma inhalers, inhalers such as the
one I carry with me just about every
day. Millions of Americans use this
type of inhaler. Importantly, we now
know a lot about how to prevent asth-
ma attacks. Through drug therapy and
through avoiding many well-known
triggers that cause asthma attacks, we
know enough to make sure these at-
tacks and other complications from
asthma are rare indeed. In fact, our
knowledge is comprehensive enough
that the National Institutes of Health
have set some ambitious—but reach-
able—goals for asthma treatment. For
example, one of the NIH goals is zero
missed days of school or work. Given
what we know, we should be able to
reach this and the other goals NIH has
set. At a minimum, we should be able
to come close.

But the bad news for Americans with
asthma is that we are not managing
this disease well—and we are not com-

ing anywhere close to meeting the NIH
goals. This is the bad news that was
spelled out very clearly in the Asthma
in America report. Let me go over a
few of the findings from the report.

The NIH goal is that Americans with
asthma miss zero days of work or
school. But the report tells us that 49
percent of children with asthma and 25
percent of adults with asthma missed
school or work because of the disease
last year.

The NIH goal is that the sleep of peo-
ple with asthma should not be dis-
rupted by difficulty to breathe. But the
report tells us that almost one in three
asthma patients awaken with breath-
ing problems at least once a week.

The NIH goal is that we have only a
small need for emergency room visits
or hospitalizations due to asthma at-
tacks. But the report tells us that
nearly six million Americans were hos-
pitalized, treated in emergency rooms,
or required other urgent care for asth-
ma in the last year. One out of every
three children with asthma—about 1.5
million of them—had to go to an emer-
gency room because of asthma.

The NIH goal is that individuals with
asthma should be able to maintain nor-
mal activity levels. But the Asthma in
America survey shows that 48 percent
of asthma patients say that asthma
limits their ability to participate in
sports and recreational activities, and
36 percent have difficulty maintaining
their usual levels of physical activity.

Mr. President, all of this is simply
unacceptable. If we know how to do
better, we must do better. As a nation,
we need to seriously evaluate why
these shortcomings in the treatment of
asthma remain—despite the fact that
we do know better. All of us—policy-
makers; doctors; health insurance com-
panies and HMOs; people with asthma
and parents of children with asthma—
all of us need to look at this report and
try to figure out what’s going wrong.

The report released Tuesday should
be viewed as a wake-up call. We knew
there were some problems with how
well we deal with asthma, but I don’t
think anybody realized it was this bad.
We must and can do better.

For example, Asthma in America
suggests that one of the reasons we are
not meeting the national goals for
asthma is lack of knowledge among pa-
tients. Many of the survey participants
were not able to state what the under-
lying cause of asthma is, how asthma
medication should be used, and how to
prevent asthma attacks from occur-
ring. It is clear that we should be doing
a better job of educating patients, their
families and health care providers
about the importance of properly man-
aging asthma.

As a United States Senator, as an
American with asthma, and as the fa-
ther whose children have had asthma, I
intend to look at this issue to see what
I can do personally and what the fed-
eral government can do to address the
shortcomings in asthma treatment this
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